
      During both worship services last week, Pastor Steve and I announced that 

Jessica Watson, our director of connections, has accepted a position as the 

associate director of student ministries at First United Methodist Church in 

Richardson, Texas. 

      This means that she and Kyle, our director of college ministries, will be 

moving from Abilene toward the end of March, even as Jessica completes her Master of Divinity 

degree from Logsdon Seminary at Hardin-Simmons University in May. 

      Jessica joined the Aldersgate staff in August of 2014 to serve as the director of connections. As 

such, she has infused life and creativity into our Growth Group ministry and has formed and 

cultivated our First Impressions ministry and curated our art gallery in the main hallway. Jessica’s 

ability to build and maintain rich relationships has served her — and Aldersgate — well in all of her 

areas of responsibility. And it is the relationships here that Jessica will miss the most. 

      “Over the last four years this church became our family,” she said. “So many of you have had 

Kyle and me over for meals in your homes, helped us move, supported us during transitions and 

taken us out to eat too many times to count. I only hope that the people at FUMC Richardson are 

as kind, encouraging and hospitable as all of you.” 

      Kyle shares the sentiment, expressing his gratitude for the support he received as he joined the 

Aldersgate staff in January of 2013 to serve as the director of college ministry, graduated with an 

MDiv from Logsdon in December of 2015 and added the dual role of assistant chaplain at McMurry 

University in April of 2016. 

      “I deeply appreciate the opportunity and support to learn and grow as a minister while also 

being made to feel like an equal member of the church,” he said. “As I look to the future, I can only 

dream about being a part of a community that will love and 

support Jessica and me in the same ways as Aldersgate.” 

      As Jessica prepares to serve with the 180 young people 

who participate in student ministries at FUMC Richardson 

and as Kyle prepares for his next role, we at Aldersgate offer 

the Watsons our deepest gratitude and pray for them on 

their journey.  

      Stay tuned for additional ways to thank and celebrate 

with Jessica and Kyle in the coming weeks! 


